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Good afternoon everyone and welcome back 

I hope you all had a good Christmas and a happy New Year. The children have returned with great enthusiasm and have 

settled well to their learning. Well done! 

Firstly, I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone involved in the events held in the build-up to Christmas. The children 

performed brilliantly at St James Church for their Christmas play and nativity and made us all very proud. It was also lovely to 

invite everyone back to Ireby for our Christmas lunch. Once again, the community feel we have at Ireby shone through.  

Children also enjoyed trips to see Hey Diddle Diddle and to Whinlatter during the final week of term. Again, these were 

occasions enjoyed by all. Thank you to all involved and especially to the PTA for supporting us with the funding. 

Nursery, Reception and Key Stage 1 have literally had a ‘out of this world’ experience as they returned to school – we now 

have astronaut trainees ready to lift off to the stars and beyond! All the children are loving their Space topic and have many 

exciting learning experiences to look forward to, including a trip to the Newcastle Planetarium. 

The children in Key Stage 2 have returned to some changes as we welcome Miss Brunskill to our school. In the run up to our 

Christmas break, Miss Brunskill gave up hours of her time to plan lessons for the children and also worked on improving the 

class environment. As a result of this she has enjoyed a great start and has quickly developed a strong relationship with the 

children. Well done Miss Brunskill! Children are currently learning about the Romans and have already spoken on the 

telephone to the author of the historical novel they are reading as part of their learning. Again, children can look forward to 

exciting learning opportunities, including trips to Vindolanda and other Roman sites of interest. 

We also want to welcome Marie Morton to Ireby School. Marie is running our Breakfast club each morning and is already 

enjoying the children’s company and making it a fun start to the day. Marie will also be joining s for two days a week in Key 

Stage 2 as part of her Teaching Assistant training. 

On Monday 14th January, Mrs Cathy Rooney will be visiting the school to discuss Dementia with all our children. This is part of 
the ‘Alzheimer’s Society Dementia Friends programme’ which is specifically designed for children  (4 - 7 year olds and 8 - 11 
year olds) and aims to link into our PSHE curriculum including; active citizenship, developing good relationships and respecting 
differences.  Mrs Rooney has asked if she could be made aware in advance of any pupils who have experience of a close 
relative or family friend living with dementia and also if there are any pupils with any sensory difficulties where adapted 
formats or presentation may be needed.  If this is the case, let me know and we will make any adjustments that are required. 

Following the lesson, children will take home a leaflet to show you what they have been doing. 
 

Other information:  

• Swimming has already started at Wigton pool for Key Stage 2 children. The cost of these session are £4 per session 

for 6 weeks. Refunds will be given for non-attendance. 

• Violins have also started this term with charges of £4.50 per session or £27 for the half-term for those taking up the 

offer. 

• School dinners can be purchased in advance and the menu is attached. The cost is held at £10 per week or £60 for 

the half-term. 
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We would also like to say thank you to Naomi Harrison who spent several days painting our assembly room and library over 

the Christmas period (in the main school building) – it looks fantastic!  

That is about it for now. Have a good week everyone.  

Michael John  

Head teacher  


