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Friday 17th February 2017 

Dear Parents, 

We have had a very busy half-term, and the children have been working very hard. It is a great strength of the 

school that we can rely on the children to do their best, with the support of their parents and families, and makes 

teaching them a real privilege. Parents afternoons are all very well, but I am always pleased to speak to parents as 

often as I can, and I enjoy catching up in the mornings with you. If you ever want more time, please feel free to 

make an appointment to see me, although I realise everyone leads very busy lives! 

We resume after half term on Monday 27th February, and we are straight back into the work. The Spring term and 

first part of the Summer are very important times in the school year, so please inform school if you have 

unavoidable commitments that mean your children are unable to attend at any time.  

Whilst both Mrs Minns and Ms Butler are recuperating, current staffing will continue with the minimum of 

disruption. Ms Gradwell will continue in EYFS, but on Monday and Tuesday mornings the children will be taught by 

Mrs Glover, an experienced teacher familiar with school, whilst Ms Gradwell carries out research for her MSc. It is 

fascinating if you want to ask her about it.  

Food will be prepared and served in our kitchen each day by temporary kitchen staff, whilst Ms Butler recovers. At 

all times, the emphasis is on ensuring the children are well fed with wholesome meals. Please excuse me if the food 

varies from the published schedule, but it will always be from within our menu framework. 

I am also very pleased to welcome two training teachers from the University of Cumbria, Miss Martin and Miss 

Foster. They will be in school until March 24th  working predominantly in KS1, and we are delighted to have them at 

Ireby. 

During the first week back, World Book Day takes place on Thursday 2nd March. All children can come to school on 

that day dressed as their favourite character from a book. 

The social highlight of the year takes place on Saturday 4th March, with the Chicken Run Race Night organised by 

the PTA in aid of the School Residential Fund. This takes place in the Globe Hall at 7.30pm, with tickets priced at 

£7.50 and available from Emma Mumberson, Sandra Wilson and Emily’s Black Lion. As this is a race night, it is 

unsuitable for children, miners and those of a weak disposition. 

Both Residentials have received strong support so thank you for this; more information will be forthcoming in due 

course but if you have any queries please ask. 

As I am sure you are already aware the children in KS2 will be taking part in the U.Dance Festival 2017. The final 

performance will take place at the Sands Centre Carlisle on Friday 10th March 2017 and is themed around our 

current topic the Egyptians. 

Following a normal morning and lunch, the children will leave school in the afternoon and be transported by coach 

to the venue in time for rehearsals between 3-5pm. Following the performance, children will be ready to collect at 

approximately 8:45pm from the entrance to the Sands Centre.  

As children will leave school in the afternoon may I request that you provide them with a packed lunch to be eaten 

after the rehearsals. We have a space in the Sands Centre where we can all eat, use the amenities and socialise in 

readiness for the performance.  

As usual, we will be performing in costume. To keep things simple, may I request that you supply your child with a 

plain white t-shirt that we will adapt to use as part of our costume for the performance. The children will be 
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decorating them in their art lessons when we return, which I am sure they will find very exciting. If the T-Shirts are 

available for the first week back, great. If not, do not worry. 

As for the performance goes itself, if children could wear light coloured leggings, tracksuit or shorts this would be 

helpful. White would be preferable but not essential. 

The performance could be filmed, and copies made available for parents if consent is obtained from all. Please 

indicate below if you give permission for your child to be filmed, as part of the Ireby performance only, and return 

the slip to school. 

The after school clubs continue with the same activities as this half term. Although Andy Conkey will be helping 

with U-Dance on Friday 10th March, the after school club will still be on, run by me. Please complete the form if you 

would like you child to attend. 

May I finish by wishing you all a restful half–term break, and lets hope for some kind weather. 

Kind regards 

 

Mr. R Blake 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Please strike out as applicable) 

I give / do not give my permission for my child to be filmed during the U-dance Festival public  

Performance at the Sands Centre, Carlisle on Friday 10th March 2017. 

 

Childs name______________________________     

 

Signed______________________________ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like my child/children _________________________ to attend after school club on the following days. I  

enclose payment of £ ____________     

 

Signature___________________________________ 

  Cost this half-term Tick if you would like your 
child to attend 

Monday Chess/Games    

Tuesday Art £12  

Wednesday Drama £12  

Thursday Film Club   

Friday Sports £10 (£8 if KS2 – Udance)  

 


