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English for Years Key Stage 2 week beginning 29th June 2020 
 

Dear Children, 
 
This week is Children’s Art Week 2020 so we are going to be getting creative! 
The ‘arts’ covers anything creative and cultural, including Reading, Drama, 
Poetry and Creative Writing. So, this week, we’re going to do all of those things 
and complete three Art Week challenges! The theme is The Natural World. 
Part A: take part in creative or arts activities  
Part B: find out about at least one artist and their work  
Part C: share with others what you enjoyed and learned. I hope that you will 
share it with me, but also you could show your family what you have done, or 
share with family and friends over video call, email, or phone.  
 
Magnificent Monday Lesson 1: News, Spellings and DRAMA! 

a) Watch CBBC Newsround and talk together about what has been happening 
in the news. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 
 

b) Spelling Test and check your new spelling lists on our school website. 
Carry out your weekly Spelling Test of last week’s words on Monday morning as 
normal. Try to make time to practise your new spellings on Spelling Shed every 
morning for 10 minutes across the week. Little and often is the best approach.  
 

c) Start thinking and preparing for creating your own Dramatic Super Scene.  
Watch this video to help you: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqCZaG9-WSc 
 
You’re going to have a go at creating your very own piece of dramatic 
theatre. Use a story, film or tv programme to inspire you and then make it 
your own. Your main character needs to try to achieve a task (if possible 
linked to the natural world) and your scene is about them trying to do this. 
You can either send me your videos, or if you prefer, just a photo of you 
acting your scene out. It doesn’t have to be long, just show your character 
acting in a scene of your choice. It’s about the imagination and creativity of 
your thinking that is really important to me. 
You could include your family, your pets or even some puppets! Spend time 
thinking, planning and creating today. You could even be the next David 
Attenborough! Most of all, have fun! 
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Topical Tuesday Lesson 2: Poetry Safari 
 
Please visit this wonderful website which shares live webcams of animals all 
over the world. With the supervision of your parents, I would like you to spend 
time watching and taking notes, observations, sketches etc about your 
favourite animal – there are so many to choose from. The organisation’s belief 
is that we take care of what we love and this is a way we can explore the world 
in its natural, purest sense and hopefully be inspired to conserve and continue 
to take care of it. 
https://explore.org/livecams 
 
I was torn between the elephants at the Mpala Research Centre in Kenya, the 
wolves in the sanctuary in Minnesota, the orca whales in Canada and the 
Tropical Reef in Long Beach, California….so I ended up watching all of them! 
Remember, they are LIVE webcams so there are no guarantees you will see 
anything but there are so many, you will be spoilt for choice!  
 
Each place you visit usually has some great links to facts about the animal and 
the country/habitat.  For example, the Mpala Kid’s Corner has a chat and 
reading session with the bug doctor! Even now as I write this, I have been 
distracted by the guide dog in the USA who is in the nursery with her pups! 
 
I would like you to write a poem about the animal you have been observing. 
Here are some activities that will help you start the writing process. 
Activity 1: Get Descriptive with your Vocabulary 
Where does the animal live? 
What does it look like? 
What does it eat? 
Can you compare it to an object? How do you feel about the animal? 
 
Here is an example  
of getting some  
thoughts down on  
paper.  
I chose a snake… 
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Activity 2: Using prepositions 
(Remember that a preposition tells us where something is happening) 
e.g. under, on, behind, around, over, beneath, through, below, above etc 
 
Underneath the rough, grey stone, a scaly snake sleeps. 
 
Around the thick branch, the snake tightly curls. 
 
Activity 3: Using similes 
 
Remember that a simile is a figure of speech that compares two things using 
the words “like” or “as”. Be as imaginative as possible. Here are mine about a 
snake: 
 
It strikes its prey as fast as lightning. 
It warms itself up in the sun like a solar panel. 
It coils its body like a spring. 
Its scales are diamond-patterned like a golfer’s socks. 
 
 

Please share your poems with me, I would love to make them all into a little 
book. If you play an instrument or love to sing, why not turn your poem into a 

song or musical performance? 
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More than Words Wednesday Lesson 3: Creative Writing 
 
I have just finished reading a beautiful book called ‘Letters to the Earth”. It is 
a collection of letters and poems which express human feelings about the 
climate crisis. In the book there are letters from children, parents, artists, 
actors, poets, politicians, songwriters and scientists.  
I would like our Ireby School children to add their voices to the collection.  
If you can, please go on a nature walk together. Think about these things to 
help you with your planning: 

• How does nature make you feel?  
• What is special to you about the natural world?  
• What are your favourite sounds, smells, sights or tastes?  
• Which textures do you like?  
• What would you like to express?  
• Is there something you would like people to do or stop doing?  
• Would you like to write about your love for nature and the beauty that 

you see around you?  
• Perhaps there is a particular animal, plant or natural phenomenon, like 

rainbows, that brings you happiness.  
• Would you like to write about love, loss, hope or action?  

Whatever your child wants to write about is welcome. Their thoughts do not 
have to be expressed through just words – it can be shown through a painting, a 
prayer, a letter, a collage, a postcard…For example, a letter could be written to 
the Earth or from the Earth, to future or past generations, to adults who have 
the power to make important decisions, to ordinary people or to other species 
(animals or plants).  

• It could be written as a human or perhaps from the point of view of a bee, 
bird, beech tree or another species. Encourage your child to be creative 
and express themselves and to remember, that their words can make a 
difference.  
If you have something that you would like to share then visit this website 
and use the upload your letter tab at the top of the page. 
https://pstt.org.uk/what-we-do/why-how-newsletter/Letters-to-the-Earth 
 
By submitting your child’s work, it will be considered for publication in a 
future Harper Collins Letters to the Earth project. 



A-D KS2 English Planning 
 

To give you inspiration, a friend sent me a beautiful book called More than 
Words which I have really enjoyed reading with my family during 
lockdown. Each page contains a hope or a prayer, but expressed in the 
most beautiful way, with more than just words. So, imagine if you were 
writing a prayer of thanks for our beautiful planet, you could be creative 
in the way that you present it (see below). I know that you will have your 
own amazing ideas and I can’t wait to see them. 
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Thoughtful Thursday Lesson 4: Who are the people who make or create art or 
culture?  
 
Part B of our Art Week Challenge is finding out about the people who make or 
create art and culture.  
This develops a basic understanding of the professional world of the arts and 
culture.  
You could set a challenge for your child to find out about an artist - if it is 
easier this could be Percy Kelly so you would just need to complete this week’s 
Art lesson. However, I know we have some fantastic authors, singers, artists, 
dancers, poets, designers, actors amongst us in Key Stage 2, so I would like to 
leave this open-ended so that your child can focus on someone who really 
inspires and motivates them.  
Artists can be anyone creative, so any musician, actor, writer, painter, director, 
dancer, crafter, fashion designer etc can count. Artists don’t need to be 
famous: is there someone in your family or neighbourhood that is an artist?  
Make sure your child focusses on their chosen person’s creative career, rather 
than information they may find about their personal life or celebrity status. 
Set a challenge for them to find out three facts about their chosen artists’ 
career such as:  

»  What was their first song?  
»  What are they most famous/celebrated for?  
»  How old were they when they started in their art/creative career?  
»  Did they train to do what they do (for example go to theatre or art 
school)?  
»  Who do they work with?  
»  What is your child’s favourite piece of work by their chosen artist (for 
example their favourite song, piece of art, play, book, film etc)?  

 

Your child could create a short film piece about their chosen artist, a piece of art work, a 
fact file, a dance, a song, a scrapbook….anyway that they choose to represent their chosen 

artist is fine with me! 
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Family and Friends Friday Lesson 5: Sharing your work and Reading Time. 

 
Part C: This is where we share with others what you have enjoyed and 

learned. 
 

I am very conscious that this has been a busy and creative week.  
 
 

Today is time for YOU, so that you can share your work with family or 
friends via email, phone, facetime etc. Spread the enjoyment and take pride 

in what you have done and perform it with a smile. 
 

Enjoy some quiet and reflective time today, reading some of your classic 
book or just a story that you love. 

 
Well done for your participation in Children’s Art Week.  

 
I am super proud of you! 

Love Mrs Dennison 
 

Love Mrs Dennison 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


