
 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter 

23rd September 2018 

 

Good afternoon everyone! 

It has been just three weeks since the start of term and we have been very busy!  

On a personal note I would like to thank everyone for making me feel so welcome. It has been a real pleasure getting to know 

the children and parents. There is a real community spirit here at Ireby and a collective desire to see our school thrive. I feel 

privileged to be part of it. 

Visitors to our school may have noticed that the plant pots have experienced something of ‘sprucing’. This is down to the hard 

work of one of our pupils and her family who wanted to contribute to ‘Spruce the School Day’ but couldn’t be here on the 29th 

September. Instead they came in last Saturday and tended to the plant pots. This is amazing – thank you! Many parents have 

signed up to be part of the day next Saturday – we think it will be very exciting!  

We would also like to thank all the volunteers who contribute so much. Since arriving I have met many people who freely give 

their time and energy to help our school. The PTA held a lovely meeting last Thursday and there was a real energy in the room. 

Thank you to all involved. 

It has also been lovely to see children, parents and staff involved in so many school activities. So far we have attended the Tour 

of Britain, a Key Stage 2 Football Tournament, a Key Stage 1 Multi-sports festival and have also signed up to play in the Year 3/ 

4 Rugby Festival on Thursday – look out for the letter! Mrs Dickson has also planned a trip for Key Stage 2 to the Military 

Museum in Carlisle Castle on the 2nd October. Again, a letter will follow shortly.     

On more of a business note – there are some items below which might help you (and us!). Thank you everyone. 

 Clothing: We seem to be experiencing a phenomena called – ‘leavemyjumperandcoatlyingarounditus’. This condition 

is almost certain to cause upset to parents and staff but appears to have minimal impact on children. The remedy to 

this seems to be the placing of names on labels inside children’s clothing. Once achieved, stress levels are observed to 

drop as items can be returned to their rightful owners. 

  Harvest Festival: A date has been provisionally booked for 5th October at 2pm. We will let you know if this changes. 

 PE clothes – just a reminder that Mr Ross McGuire, visiting Sports Coach, will be with us next Wednesday. Putting this 

in the diary will hopefully prevent the number of parents making return journeys uttering words of discontent – 

though it was nice to see you twice! 

 As mentioned above, Year 3 and 4 will be attending a rugby tournament on the 27th September organised by Nelson 

Thomlinson. We will take the children on the school minibus – a letter will follow. 

 We need to ensure that we have parental permission to take photos of children and publish them on the school’s 

social media. Please can you contact the school if you are not comfortable with this and we will of course adhere to 

your wishes. 

 We also need parental permission to take children in teachers’ cars. Again, please contact the school if you are not 

comfortable with this arrangement. 

 School dinner prices are £2 a day (£64 for half a term). If a child in the Nursery stays all day, then there is an extra 

charge of £3 which includes lunch and lunch care. 

 Breakfast club fees are £3 which we would ask parents to pay weekly.  

 After-school club fees are £2 per day. 

That is about it for now. Have a great week everyone! 

Michael John 
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